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Medical Trends 


The American Medical Associ- 
ation, preparing to spend over 3 
million dollars in propaganda 
against the Government health 


program, is extending feeble and 
desultory promotion to such stock 
commercial health insurance 
groups as the Blue Cross and the 
Blue Shield. Leaders of the AMA 
throughout the country are scold- 
ing the publie for not taking up 
these commercial health policies if 
they want pre-paid medical care. 
The St. Louis Post Dispatch, one 
of America’s few really progressive 
dailies, has recently made a study 
of this situation and reports that 
the public reluctance to join the 
Blue Cross, ete., is based on arbi- 
trary restrictions for membership 
and an inadequate limitation on 
the number of days in the hospital, 
a rather low ceiling on the cost per 
day provided and too low operation 
costs,—and furthermore the more 
lengthy and disastrous _ illnesses, 
such as tuberculosis, cancer, ete., 
are not covered. Thus the low-in- 
come worker and farmer family is 
still left with no defense whatever 
for the real health disasters that 
afflict millions. The non-profit 
health insurance plans, such as 
those sponsored by cooperatives, in- 
dustrial corporations and_ labor 
unions, generally offer considerably 
more benefits and they are compel- 
led to keep charges down to what 
the subscribers can afford to pay. 
To give you an idea of the basic 
inability of millions to meet the 
cost of expensive health disasters 
the Post Dispatch cites the fig- 
ures,—in 1945 no less than 70 per 
cent of American farm families 
had incomes of less than $2000 a 
year; 42 per cent had less than 


$1000. Other sources state the 
American worker receiving the 
average factory wage of $52 plus 


per week, after feeding the typical 
family of four, has less than $2 a 
week available for medical care, 
and that only by frugal planning. 
Whatever our viewpoint on plan- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


EDUCTION: Visiting Christian nationals from China and India 
report that the missionary movement has gone just about far 
enough to create great reverence for Jesus but little disposition to ac- 
cept Christianity and the Church. 
There is only one clear and rather disturbing deduction to be 
made from this. The church and so-called western Christianity have sim- 
ply not borne a sufficient resemblance to Jesus. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


§ Aaeonipiontiia We are in a crucial moment of our political-in- 
dustrial history —when great progress may come or we may be 
thrown back ten years or more. Here are some points to watch: Labor 
leaders seemingly have learned little from the lesson of the past. Several 
months of high-handed labor tactics with destructive strikes, many dis- 
regarding the public interest, resulted—through the “46 GOP victory— 
in the Taft-Hartley law. But just as the GOP mistakenly took the 746 
election as a sign to kill off many of the social gains of the past decade 
that threatened the power of wealth, so are labor leaders now mistaking 
the recent Democratic victory as a sign that the public is willing to 
turn the country over to the unions, have the Taft-Hartley law entirely 
scrapped and go back to the Wagner Act days. The Wagner law was in- 
adequate at many points in that it did not require sufficient responsi- 
bility on the part of unions and their officials toward the union men 
themselves, or toward the public and the employer. Vicious racketeers 
prevailed in too many unions,—with unions, business and even the Gov- 
ernment helpless to carry out reforms. The Taft-Hartley law brought in 
several needed reforms but also carried with it recriminatory revengeful 
elements that threw the balance of power between business and workers 
off center again. 

Labor went too far, then business went too far. Today there is an 
excellent chance for a fresh start. The whip handle has been taken away 
from business leadership. Labor leadershiy should let the whip lie on the 
ground and extend its hand to business leadership in a new sense of coop- 
eration and good will. It takes big men to do that. Business leaders weren’t 
that big in 46. Labor leaders, we are beginning to fear, aren’t that big 
now. 

Truman and progressive leaders in Congress are trying to pro- 
mote that very thing, but labor leaders are stand-offish—they want the 
whole pie. If they do not awaken and get a more realistic view, the 
present crop of labor leaders will find themselves on the same kind of 
suicide ride that the GOP took because of their extremes during the 80th 
Congress. The Administration is hoping to keep campaign promises 
by repealing the Taft-Hartley law but plans to secure such revisions to 
the Wagner Act as will fulfill the above hope. Every Christian lawman, 
on whichever side of the fence he may be, should exert his full weight to 
achieve a new spirit of good will and brotherhood between labor and 
management. If we fail now it will likely be a good many years before 
there’s another such pliable, formative period. 


LOSED SHOP: The recent Supreme Court decision upholding the 
States’ rights to prohibit the closed shop is going to foeus the po- 
litieal-industrial strife on that issue for months to come. The usual news 


(continued on NEXT page) 


The Moving Spotlight 


Remember the Donora, Pa., 
“smog” disaster which killed 20 
persons a few weeks back and 


barely missed wiping out thou- 
sands more? Medical authorities 
from the University of Cincinnati, 
who investigated, charge that not 
only was this disaster caused by 
poisonous fumes from a nearby 
large zine smelter but that during 
the investigation which consisted 
of a house to house canvas many 
were found who had been injured 
by the smog but were afraid to tes- 
tify for fear of losing their jobs in 
the smelter. Of the 7,670 residents, 
3,212 reported serious effects. The 
city officials, under the dominant 
influence of the large zine corpora- 
tions, have endeavored to pooh- 
pooh these findings, but it is admit- 
ted among authorities that the con- 
dition had been known to be 
threatening over a long period but 


like many disasters in the coal 
mines nothing was done until 


death itself forced safety reforms. 
The AP sent out a brief report on 
Dec. 24 which however was gener- 
ally ignored by press and radio. 

China: Fewer than 8 per cent of 
Protestant missionaries in China 
have withdrawn from their posts 
as the Communists have advanced, 
stated the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference recently. The national 
Methodist groups have voted to 
give full support to those of their 
own missionaries who elect to re- 
main in China during these haz- 
ardous days. 


Ads for Democracy: A nation- 
wide publicity campaign to tell the 
public that “democracy works here” 
will soon be started under the spon- 
sorship of the National Dry Goods 
Assn. The trend of these ads will 
be to show how much better off 
America is than countries that 
have adopted socialism or commu- 
nism. The man in the street is to 
be “prodded into thinking about 
the rights he enjoys under the free 
enterprise system.” This publicity 

(continued on BACK page) 








Medical Trends 


fecoutinued) 

ned health insurance under govern 
ment sponsorship, these facts will 
bear heavily upon eventualities. 

National Asset: We must also 
recognize that health will soon be 
considered a national asset, like 
education, and that health services 
will eventually have to be provided 
on the same basis as education. Re- 
member that schools were once pri- 


vate institutions run for profit, 
whereas today even few private 
schools are run for profit,—and 


compulsory public education is one 
of the corner stones of our democ- 
racy. Ilospitals, once private insti- 
tutions often run for profit, have 
become cooperative enterprises 
maintained chietly for publie need. 
It is inevitable that health services 
will come into the same category 
of public service. Compulsory pub- 
lic education did not make this na- 
tion communistic, and there is no 
historical or scientific ground for 
assuming that public health services 
will do it. Standard Oil and many 
other large corporations have al- 
ready instituted such health cover- 
age for their employees and we 
haven’t heard of anyone accusing 
them of being communistic! 

The difference of course between 
achieving public health service and 
compulsory education is: 
never made much money so they 
had no financial stake in 
blocking public education,—in fact 
they fought for it. Whereas the 
medical profession has generally 
been a highly profitable private en- 
terprise, hence will only stubbornly 
give ground to a wider base of pub- 


teachers 


great 


lic service. In this connection, as 
in many of our reports, may we re- 
peat,—we are not advocating Gov- 
ernment sponsored compulsory 
health service; we are simply point- 
ing out the facts and signiticant 
trends that will have great influ- 
ence in future, and 
trends that are kept submerged and 
suppressed from 
those powerful forces that 
ate our usual news channels. 


the -facts 


publie view by 


domin- 
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Segregation 

Southern states are planning to 
meet the growing demand for the 
end of segregation in education by 
establishing inter-state profession- 
al schools in the South which will 
be for Negroes only. Powerful 
national Negro organizations have 
been campaigning to force the ad- 
mission of Negro students into the 
law, engineering and _ medical 
schools of various southern univer- 
sities, especially where the state 
governments have failed to provide 
adequate schools for such special 
training. The southern leaders are 
this demand by 
these new inter-state post-graduate 


aiming to mect 
schools and also hope thereby to 
forestall the threat of Federal aid 


for higher education with its ac- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


A-Hay and Forecast (continued) 


channels ure ordinarily so anti-labor that the publie is getting a very 
twisted impression of the whole closed shop issue. The closed shop prin- 
ciple is as old as Masonry—as old as the eraft guild system which goes 
back to the days of Rome, Greece, Egypt and old China. To serve as an 
apprentice in a craft, then to be elevated to the guild, was the necessary 
routine among the iron workers, silversmiths, goldsmiths, wood workers, 
stone masons, ete., since ancient times. 

And even more significant,—for generations doctors, lawyers, den- 
tists, clergymen, undertakers and other professional groups have main- 
tained the closed shop principle without arousing the wrath of wealthy 
business heads. When the commentators and headlines talk about the 
‘workers right to work” as an inalienable democratic right, we forget 
that doctors, lawyers, architeets and many others do not have that right 


to work until they have been recognized by their eraft organization. 


There have been many abuses of the closed shop, but, news hys- 
teria and hot-breathed radio comments to the contrary, the closed shop 
principle is here to stay and, as industrial tasks become increasingly 
scientifie and complex, will increase rather than diminish, The states 
that have outlawed it are chiefly non-industrial states and will find in- 
creasing diffieulty in enforcing such ordinances. 

Another glimpse at the deception involved in this issue is found 
in the survey taken in 1947 (reported in the N. Y. Times, Feb. 3, ’47) 
which examined the attitudes of 1,000 companies having some form of 
the closed shop. It was disclosed that only 14.6 per cent of management 
believed that union security clauses had worsened management-labor re- 
lations in their plants. This canvass, made by the National Foreman’s 
Institute, Inc., a management service organization, showed that 19.2 per 
cent of the employers questioned believed that the closed shop had pro- 
moted better management-labor relations. The rest, representing nearly 
two-thirds of the whole group, said they did not believe the granting of 
union security had made much difference one way or the other! In other 
words, more companies believed that the closed shop was beneficial than 
that it was harmful, and the majority felt it didn’t matter! 

This survey covered large and small companies in all parts of the 
country. Employers in the construction, garment and printing trades, 
which are almost completely organized, were not included on the basis 
that the closed shop was so well established in such concerns that there 
was little likelihood of its elimination under any circumstances. 


(cream ENT AID AND SUBSIDY are constantly granted to 
business enterprises in huge amounts,—yet when Government aid is 
suggested for security or health programs for individuals—it is called 
socialistie or communistic! 

Hundreds of millions of dollars are spent each year by the Gov- 
ernment in subsidy to the shipping interests on land, air and sea. (Near- 
lv all American railroads were built with the assistanee of vast Federal 
grants and other aids). The chemical industries, steel, cotton, tobacco, 
wool and a hundred other interests are continually drawing huge sums 
in subsidies, price supports and other forms of special protection from 
the Government. Literally thousands of industrial properties have been 
secured from the Government since the war by large corporations at a 
fraction on the dollar. Newspapers and magazines have milked the Govy- 
ernment for millions each year in postal subsidies—through the special 
second-class mail privileges granted publications. Every time the Satur- 
day Evening Post, Life, Colliers or any other magazine or periodical 
ships out their mailing list they only pay a small fraction of the actual 
cost of carrying those publications to the subscribers,—Uncle Sam makes 
up the rest and is compelled to label it “Deficit” in the Post Office Dept. 
(Between The Lines also benefits by this law!) The second-class mail 
privilege was first inaugurated to encourage the spread of printed matter 
and literature for the public enlightenment. However, the second elass 
rates are now so greatly out of line that it is often urged that the rates 
be raised, but the magazine and newspaper publishers through their pow- 
erful lobbies in Washington, block changes that would take the load off 
the Government budget. But these very periodicals scream socialism 
and communism when suggestions are made that the Government do 
something for small concerns and individuals. 

There IS real danger of socialism coming through the widening 
participation of the Government in the citizens’ security. We believe 
that the whole country would be stronger, more secure if both business 
and the people assumed greater responsibility. But we are pointing out 
the deliberate falseness and deception in the present situation whereby 
the very forces that draw the most from the paps of public support are 
the ones who are squealing the loudest when it is proposed that the com- 
mon people secure more of the milk of Government aid. 


(continued on NEXT page) 





Segregation 

(continued) 

companying Federal 
against segregation. 

Southern leaders unfortunately 
seem to be blind to the fact that 
the battle is just beginning. These 
well-financed Negro organizations 
with their top-flight legal staffs are 
forcing the issue now in those 
states where little or no medical, 
engineering or law training is 
available for Negroes, simply be- 
cause such sectors provide the best 
place for initial attack. Where 
graduate schools for Negroes have 
been hastily set up, the attack con- 
tinues, for there are endless ways 
that the Negro leaders can prove 
in high courts that the educational 
facilities provided are not equal as 
long as the principle of segregation 
is maintained. Any comparative 
study of such Negro higher educa- 
tion as is available, relative to li- 
braries, laboratories, hospitals for 
medical study and internship, ete., 
forth in most instances 
gross inequalities. As one promi- 
nent southern white educator put 
it, “To really give Negroes equal 
facilities we'll have to tear down 
half our white schools.” 

Negro leaders seem to be much 
more far-sighted and clearer in the 
matter than the white officials. The 
Negroes are now, in the current 
cases, just carefully laying down 
preeedents that will be useful in 
earrying their cause of non-segre- 
gation eventually to the highest 
courts of the land. If our democ- 
racy endures, their victory is in- 
evitable. 

The only alternative is to start 
scrapping our constitutional rights 
for ALL citizens and qualify such 
rights as higher learning and pro- 
fessional opportunities for only the 
more fortunately born and more 
privileged. Are the southern politi- 
‘al leaders, who are now speaking 
for southern educators, prepared to 
do that? Probably some of them 
would like to, but they do not dare. 

As painful as the prospects are 
to many sincere Christian people 
in the South, the time will come 
when a clean, well-behaved, respon- 
sible Negro student will have the 
same right to sit in the same class 
room or work in the same labora- 
tory as the clean, well-behaved, re- 
sponsible white student. The uni- 
versity class room is no place for 
slovenly irresponsible people — 
white or black. What some do not 
realize is that non-segregation has 
already become the rule in nearly 
all of America’s greatest institu- 
tions of learning, and no part of 
the sky has fallen. In the more im- 
portant, historical sense the prece- 
dent has already been firmly fixed. 

The present generation is fuss- 
ing and fuming over things which 
subsequent generations will accept 
as logical and natural. We do not 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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Segregation 
(continued ) 

say this so openly to disturb our 
thousands of loyal readers in the 
South. We say it because every 
effort-to examine the facts indicate 
it is-so and Between The Lines 
readers, North and South, are folks 
who want. the facts in order to un- 
derstand trends, whether the truth 
pleases us or not. 





Background for Blessing 

Over a hundred thousand people 
are still in prison in Spain, most 
of them simply for expressing opin- 
ions contrary to the Franco tyran- 
ny, according to a lengthy report 
on conditions in Spain carried in 
The N. Y. Times recently. The dis- 
patch, prepared in France after his 
visit in Spain by C. L. Sulzberger, 
member of the family who publish 
the Times, explains the usual pro- 
cedure of arrest of a political sus- 


pect: the Franco police, “The 
Brigadillas Sociales”, break into 


the home of the suspect between 
midnight and dawn and without a 
search warrant; the police take 
their victim away without telling 
him or his family where he is go- 
ing; the victim is usually beaten 
en route to his place of question- 
ing; then at the police station he 
is told to make a statement even 
though he doesn’t know what he’s 
accused of. Later at his trial he 
may be accused of admitting 
things he never even heard of. Of- 
ten the prisoner will be held for 
several days without food, water or 
sanitary facilities, then his family 
may be permitted to bring him 
food and clothes. Under Spanish 
law a prisoner can be held only 72 
hours without formal charges, yet 
many are now held as long as two 
years without knowing what the 
charges will be. Reliable estimates 
say that 90 per cent of the pris- 
oners aren’t told the charges till 
just before the trial. Since most 
are held from a year and a half 
to two years before trial, they 
actually serve a long term even 
when they are later acquitted. Gen- 
erally the beatings do not take 
place before the investigating 
judge,—he leaves the room, then 
returns when the prisoner is ready 
to talk. 

Suspicions by Franco’s police or 
agents are usually considered as 
valid charges. Frequent charges of 
being “Communist” are based on 
membership in organizations that 
years ago only had some remote 
connection with a moderate left- 
wing movement. The report states 
that thousands have been convicted 
for such vague crimes as would 
apply to half the people in Spain. 
Hundreds are shot each year after 
arrest and conviction under these 
conditions. The Monarchists who 
oppose Franco are treated rather 
mercifully, but all others are la- 
belled Communist and the dispatch 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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The stark fact is that men are spending billions getting ready 
for the next war before they have even found a way to pay the 
cost of the last. They are devising new weapons to kill and cripple 
before they have even estimated the enormous amount of death 
and suffering that still weighs heavily upon the earth from the 
recent conflict. If we need proof of man’s utter insufficiency and 
inadequacy to manage his world alone, here it is, — harsh and un- 
answerable. The most eloquent statesmen, the most able military 
leaders can only keep their aura of unquestionable leadership by 
glazing over these facts with clever evasiveness or by sheer indif- 
ference. The church with its world-wide voice must arise in 
strength to bring about an awakening. There is no other source 
from which such an awakening can come. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


ETTER SOVIET RELATIONS: There are reasons to hope that the 

military control phase of our foreign policy is ending, a development 
that promises much better relations with Russia. For many months we 
have reported that the chief difficulty in our efforts to establish peace 
was the fact that the peace making has been in the hands of men who were 
trained to make war. Peace and war are opposing skills. Peace is madé 
by patient negotiations, compromise, understanding and a willingness to 
use many little things to reveal abiding, sincere goodwill. Obviously the 
war-maker thinks oppositely,—he thinks in terms of unyielding power, 
unrelenting antagonisms and overwhelming concentration of force. The 
weakness of the Truman foreign policy has been the President’s small-boy 
hero worship of the men with medals across their chests. He seems to 
have slowly realized that every advantage our brass and braid diplomacy 
has won for us has entailed such a vast military maneuver that for 36 
months we have been drawn nearer and nearer the vortex of eventual 
bankruptcy and war. We have spent billions in Greece, Turkey, China 
and elsewhere and have gained nothing. We have held the Communists 
out of Greece, but like the boy with his finger in the dam, if we pull 
away,—the flood will start. Our military diplomats have completely 
failed to deal with the causes of the Soviet pressure on Greece, Turkey 
and China and we have become so shamefully entangled with rotten feu- 
dal regimes in these countries that we have lost much respect and loyalty 
in the rest of the civilized world, a fact that is still being kept from the 
American people but which has finally come home to the mind of the 
President. (A study of the foreign press and UN utterances amply illus- 
trates this unfavorable American position). 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Background for Blessing 
(continued) 

states “There is no apparent dis 
tinction between a Communist and 
one who is merely against Franco. 
.... Many judges and jailers are 
excellent people,” adds Mr. Sulz- 
berger, “but perform what we 
would consider evil functions on 
the grounds that they must stamp 
out political heresy for religious 
reasons—tantamount to a holy cru- 
sade.” (Italies ours—ed. ) 

With these carefully selected 
words, Mr. Sulzberger throws light 
on the of the Roman 
Catholic interests behind the 
Franco regime. As the editor of 
Between The Lines reported from 
Spain last summer, the Catholic 
Church backs Franco in return for 
Franco’s forceful cooperation in 
stamping out all non-Catholic ae- 
tivities. Many of those held in the 
prisons of Spain are Protestants 
and it is common for Protestants 
to be called Communists in Spain 
—as in other Catholic dominated 
countries. 

All this is given dramatic em- 
phasis by the fact that only 12 days 
after the above authoritative re- 
port, Pope Pius with considerable 
fanfare sent his “Affectionate 
blessing” to Franco and to the 
Spanish Government on the occa- 
sion of receiving a new Spanish 
ambassador. The Pope spoke glow- 
ingly of his esteem for Franco 
and the Spanish government for 
its many “services rendered the 
cause of religion and civilization.” 

The important factor is that the 
same general trend is already 
under way in America. The Roman 
Catholic hierarchy is trying to es- 
tablish a trend to brand all those 
in America who express criticism 
of the Catholics as bigots and Com- 
munist sympathizers, — likewise 
those who express a desire to reach 
an understanding with Russia and 
dare to emphasize the right of the 
citizen to think for himself whether 
his thinking is “leftist” or “right- 
1st.” 

The congressional Un-American 
Activities Committee has proved 
a ready tool for these machinations. 
The above authoritative report 
from Spain offers abundant proof 
that there is a tyranny in Spain 
and a loss of liberty that approach- 
es the evil situation in Russia. This 
country is filled with pro-Franco, 
pro-Fascist “networks” but con- 
gressional committees will not 
touch by investigation any of these 
forces, and almost all news related 
to these problems is soft-pedaled. 
We offer no criticism of the reli- 
gion of the Catholic Church—its 
gifts to the world have been rich 
and varied. But we are concerned 
with the divine rights of the indi- 
vidual conscience—the freedom of 
the mind and spirit of man, wheth- 
er it be in Russia, Argentina, 
Spain — or America. 
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out it, but capitalism does not do 
itself justice by using false propa- 
ganda as its defense. 

Window Dressing: The Na- 
tional Association of Manufactur- 
ers is wisely altering its tradition- 
al policy of maintaining a big busi- 
ness front. Considerable publicity 
concerning the elee- 
of Wallace small 
business man, as the new president, 
but underneath is the unchanged 
fact that nearly all the natio tal di- 
rectors of the NAM are still con- 
corporation 


has gone out 


tion Bennett, a 


nected with large 


groups. 

Movie Monopoly: Not only has 
the Dept. of Justice brought action 
against the moving picture monop- 
oly which controls most of the films 
and theaters of but the 


pictur > 


America, 
independent moving pro- 
ducers have hired able, progressive 
Ellis Arnall, 
Georgia, to head their organization, 
“to intensify the fight for freedom 
of enterprise against the few who 
are strangling the The 


restrictive practices of a 


former governor of 


industry.” 
present 
few major producer-distributor-ex- 
hibitors by which they control the 
movie film from production to final 


has kept 


entertainment 


showing in 
much fine 


your town 
from 
reaching the American people, ex- 
plains Mr. Arnall. The independ- 
ents want to break up this chain- 
monopoly so that an exhibitor can 
get a good picture without having 
to take a block of poor 


pietures 
along with it. 

Labor: The World 
of Trade 
represe! ted the world labor move- 
badly 
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X-itay and Foreeast occur 


With changes in the State Dept. already effected and other changes 
on the way, we can look now for a gradual shifting of our poliey with 
Russia. It will not be a “soft” policy. But it will not be the brass-hat. 
that has brought on such senseless and unnecessary 
‘he Berlin blockade,—a condition brought about by Ameri- 
blunders as well as Russian toughness (See Between The 

1948), and the debacles in Greece and China. With lay- 
men, American business men, lawvers, trained negotiators, skilled in the 


iron-heel policy 
situations as 
ean military 
Lines, Oct. 4, 


arts of compromise and “making a deal” as every business man and law- 
nd will be 
ings with Russia, but we will be 


ver must be to succeed, we enn a firm and positive in our deal- 
thinking in terms of peace and using 
1¢ instrumentalities of peace instead of the concepts and instruments 


of war. At least that ean now be our reasonable hope. 


K TURE IN STEEL: President Truman’s warning, that unless the 
steel companies begin to widen their production to meet the public 
need the Government would start making steel, is in line with many re- 
ports and foreeasts we have made concerning trends towards nationaliza- 
tion. The steel business here and abroad has been highly profitable, al- 
though its profits are always skilfully masked to prevent public aware- 
sss, and the business is closely related with national defense and war. 


ut the steel corporations, in spite of their false front of wide publie 
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ownership of stocks, are a tightly controlled monopoly with the reins 
lving in the hands of an astonishingly few men and financial groups. In 
the past they have protected their uniquely privileged and profitable po- 
sition by preventing the growth of competition and by keeping produc- 
tion capacity close to the market requirements. Their reasons are in 
many respects justifiable, for when the demand is low there are fewer 
men to be laid otf, fewer plants idle. But also when the nation’s economy 
is expanding, there is a steel shortage and hundreds of smaller businesses 
are squeezed into bankruptey or oblivion as the powerful steel interests 
see to it that steel gets to their favorites in the manufacturing field and 
the rest of the distribution is taken over by the black and grey market 
racketeers. 

THE CRUX of the present situation 
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is that the stecl leaders are 
depression and have been and are cagey about expansion, 
in spite of the big ads they are now running in many papers and maga- 
zines on how they have expanded production. What they do not reveal is 
that the expansion is disastrously far below the expansion of the Ameri- 
can economy. 

Behind the President’s statement that the steel corporations must 
expand or the Government would go into the steel business, which is of 
course a step toward nationalization, is the belief among non-partisan, 
authoritative and respected Government economists that we are not going 
to have another traditional depression. When unemployment begins to 
appear on a large seale, they think a great transition in our economy will 
foree production to be maintained at a high level with employment re- 
stored accordingly whether profit margins are satisfactory or not. That’s 
what England, Sweden, Denmark, Italy and many other countries are 
doing already. The Administration does not intend to allow steel corpor- 
ations to be in a position to choke off that change, or to curtail or stran- 
ele such a transition when it comes. Steel is the foundation of our indus- 
trial economy—if the people decide to level off our economy into a far 
more regulated form, steel is not going to be allowed to throw up a 
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NTI-TRUST: Some leading business and financial groups are con- 
templating a publicity campaign against the Dept. of Justice’s 
policy by which the Government seeks to break up monopolistic practices 
and unfair, unjust and illegal restraint of trade. Ads and headlines which 
say “Quit perseeuting business”, “Why kill the cow that gives the milk”, 
ete., would be the approach used in the publicity. But Attorney General 
Clark, who directs the anti-trust suits, has already flatly met this at- 
tack against his department by giving strong voice to the fact that al- 
most all anti-trust suits originate in repeated sworn complaints from 
business men themselves who have become the victims of unfair and un- 
just monopolistic practices that threaten the life of their own business 
activities. The Government investigates these complaints to ascertain if 
they are factual and provide sufficient evidence for prosecution; if so the 
department institutes proceedings. 
There is nothing bad about business because it is big. There are 
many large corporations which have been just and equitable in their 
dealings. Business is good or bad, not according to size but according to 


the spiritual nature of the men in it. 


The Moving Spotlight 


(continued) 

nist labor factions of Europe. 
American labor leaders are organ- 
izing a new “free” world labor 
group which will have - immense 
influence in political, diplomatic 
and economic world affairs in the 
future. At the start American and 
British trade unions will form the 
bulk of its support, but they will 
rapidly reach out to those unions 
of France, Italy, ete., which have 
successfully withstood Communist 
infiltration. When this world or- 
ganization of labor is set up, many 
labor leaders will 
begin to receive high appointments 
in diplomatie and political posts 
throughout the democratie world. 
London and Washington 
sions these days concede that the 
striped pants diplomat with the 
banker’s high hat will soon be a 
figure of the past. With all of 
Europe moving toward control by 
the working classes and with labor 
a paramount influence in America, 
the more able labor figures, pro- 
enlightened and anti- 
Communist, will inevitably rise to 
increasing positions of importance. 
This will soon be a conspicuous 
trend in the months ahead. 

A war journal of Nazi Gen. 
Franz Halder reveals that the Ger- 
mans underestimated the Russian 
military quality to such a disas- 
trous extent that they lost well 
over 50 per cent of their personnel 
in the Russian campaign. The im- 
portance of this report, as review- 
ed by Will Lissner in the N. Y. 
Times, is that the German estimate 
of the Russians in 1941 parallels 
shockingly the popular American 
estimate of the Russian military 
picture today. The Germans had it 
all figured out how with quick dev- 
astating they would cut 
the heart out of the Soviet, scat- 
ter their lumberiig and 
wind up the war in a few weeks. 
But instead: the Russians drew the 
Germans into the immense maw of 
endless plateaus and plains; then 
with the German supply lines over- 
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extended and winter weather tying 
them down to disastrous immobil- 
ity, vast fresh Russian armies, 
geared and immune to winter 
fighting, tore the heart out of the 
German army. The Germans un- 
derestimated Russian weather, 
Russian man power and Russian 
air power. Over four million Ger- 
mans were either killed or became 
straggling derelicts, struggling in 
untold the 
plains. 

Catholic authorities of New 
York have established the prece- 
dent that the Chureh will not ree- 
ognize any positive religious value 
for the worshiper of a mass viewed 
Catholic laymen 
had asked if viewing the video 
program of the mass would include 
them in the sacraments. 


misery frozen 
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over television. 





